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In the Beginning….

IMLS First Funded 
Digitization Projects In 1998 *

Primarily Archives/Special Collections Materials
~ $5 Million Dollars to 18 Projects 
~ + Several Education & Training Programs

*After LOC & NSF programs were winding down



Since the Beginning….

~ 150 projects primarily involving digitization*
~ Much greater variety of resources digitized
~ Bar has been raised: digitization plus…

*Plus many, many more secondarily involving 
digitization



Early & Ongoing Challenges 

• Build the content landscape 

• Find right economies of scale for digital 
information: digitization, management, 
discovery

• Enhance discovery & develop tools to 
support advanced search & re-use

• Address copyright barriers



 Economies of Scale: Collaboratives 

Infrastructure, shared standards & practices 
organizations, coordination

Colorado Digitization Project - 1999 



Economies of Scale: Collaboratives

Plus thematic collections (Civil Rights and Water Resources)

Statewide initiatives in over 40 States

http://www.imls.gov/images/profilePromoFeb09.jpg
http://libraryphoto.cr.usgs.gov/cgi-bin/show_picture.cgi?ID=ID. Alden, W.C. 2267&SIZE=large


Economies of Scale: Discovery

University of
Illinois Urbana-
Champaign 
(2002, 2007)

IMLS Digital 
Collections and 
Content Registry

http://imlsdcc.grainger.uiuc.edu/



Ongoing: Sustainable Repositories

Massachusetts 
Institute of 
Technology

(2006)

CAD Preservation 
Research 

http://facade.mit.edu/



Ongoing: Sustainable Repositories

Alabama Commission on 
Higher Education 
(2006)

http://www.lockss.
org/lockss/Alabama_Digital_Pre
servation_Network

http://cdli.ucla.edu/images/cdli_poster.pdf


Ongoing: Sustainable Repositories

Florida Center for
Library Automation
(2002, 2008)

http://www.fcla.edu/digitalArchive/index.html



Discovery and User Contribution Tools

http://steve.museum/

Indianapolis Museum of 
Art (2006, 2008)

“Steve” Project

http://www.imls.gov/images/profilePromoNov08.jpg


Discovery and User Contribution Tools

George Mason University 
(2005)

Zotero

http://www.zotero.org/



Presentation Tools

George Mason 
University (2007)

Omeka

http://omeka.org/



 Solutions to Copyright Barriers: 
                                                     Books

University of Michigan (2008)

Copyright Review Management System 

A collaborative resource for finding the copyright status of 
books published in the US between 1923 & 1963



 Solutions to Copyright Barriers:           
Archives

University of Maryland (2009)

Study of Copyright Practices of LAMs 

Examines copyright practices of libraries, archives, 
and museums in the digitization of their holdings and 

the impact of these practices upon their users 



Challenges Reconsidered

• Build the content landscape

• Find the right economies of scale

• Enhance discovery & tools to support advanced search 
& re-use

• Address copyright barriers, and…

• Educate professionals to do this work, including roles 
in curation, data mgmt., etc.



 New Professional Careers

http://chips.ci.fsu.edu/

Cultural Heritage 
Information Professionals 

Workshop

Sarasota, FL, April 3-4, 2008



News This Past Week

Nov. 3rd: JISC released report Cloud Computing and 
Repositories: Fedorazon

Nov. 1st: "Removing All Restrictions: Cornell's New 
Policy on Use of Public Domain Reproductions"

http://www.bcr.org/index.html


Future Themes For IMLS

Promote greater consistency across LAMs digitizing 
materials (not just workflow, but policies, services, 
presentation, interoperation)

More intentional leveraging of digital resources to teach 
21st century skills (see IMLS report at http://www.imls.
gov/about/21stCSkills.shtm)

Encourage closer ties with International Communities 
(via OECD, UNESCO, other organizations doing work on 
creativity, innovation, access to information) 

http://www.lockss.org/lockss/


International Initiatives

Goal:  
Contribute to and Learn from the International 
Library and Museum Communities to Enhance 
Services

http://www.kcls.org/
http://www.aadl.org/
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/redirect.html?shownBy=http://images.scran.ac.uk/RB/images/thumb/0934/09342159.jpg&provider=Scran&id=http://www.europeana.eu/resolve/record/00401/9EE637520F0667A1C283CBC38F618388BDA1ECE2
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/full-doc.html?uri=http://www.europeana.eu/resolve/record/06602/CA3926116977CBCEE52ECC65A66856BB7CE1671E
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/redirect.html?shownBy=http://fotothek.slub-dresden.de/thumbs/df_e_0000001/df_e_0025250.jpg&provider=Saxon State Library - Dresden State and University Library (SLUB)&id=http://www.europeana.eu/resolve/record/01001/FF8EE5BB1AE5BD5D6DFF155443A86499B181BAF3
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/full-doc.html?uri=http://www.europeana.eu/resolve/record/92201/2EEF79F1197C42F9C8E99A4F8DE2E7C9CEF2631C
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/redirect.html?shownBy=http://images.scran.ac.uk/RB/images/thumb/0931/09312355.jpg&provider=Scran&id=http://www.europeana.eu/resolve/record/00401/4C07E16FBE66521FD382AE68FF9F7CA1CC2E164B
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/full-doc.html?uri=http://www.europeana.eu/resolve/record/01908/FDD2F6C72B83E037A236468E1A593D027071158E


                        2010

Imagining the Digital Future

March 3-5, 2010 - Denver, CO

http://www.imls.gov/news/2009/100709.shtm

http://www.europeana.eu/portal/full-doc.html?uri=http://www.europeana.eu/resolve/record/03901/14C3B098C74119DE1EA47B5B3491C66938BE1B64


More Information:

Chuck Thomas
     cthomas@imls.gov
   
   (202) 653-4663

http://www.europeana.eu/portal/full-doc.html?uri=http://www.europeana.eu/resolve/record/07202/0D203AEAD765A6EB656889082F620EF3D2949C88
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